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A Message From
Volunteer Manager, Pat Cubero

As we look ahead in 2026, I want to thank each and every one of our volunteers for 
the time, kindness, and commitment you’ve given to Caregiver Volunteers of Central Jersey. 
Because of you, seniors and caregivers in Monmouth and Ocean Counties have had support when they needed
it most.

To our new volunteers—welcome, and thank you for choosing CVCJ. There are many ways to give back, and
you chose to serve your neighbors through us. Some of you have already been matched, and if you haven’t yet,
you’ll be hearing from our team soon so we can complete your match and get you started.

To our long-time volunteers—thank you for your continued dedication. Whether you’ve been with us for a
couple of years or for 30, we are truly grateful for your steady support and the care you bring to our programs.

No matter how you volunteer—phone calls, medical transportation, shopping, friendly visits, or respite—please
know this: your impact is real and lasting. In a world where loneliness and isolation are far too common, you
showed up. The support you provide with every call, ride, errand, and visit helps our receivers and caregivers
stay healthier, feel more connected, and remain independent. 

I am always available by email at patc@cvcj.org or phone (732) 505-2273, ext. 205.  I’d love to hear from you—
whether it’s an update about your match, an idea to make our programs more efficient, or simply a meaningful
moment you experienced as a volunteer. I’m looking forward to being in closer touch this year and 
getting to know each of you even better.
 
Thank you again for being the best Volunteers ever!

What makes this even more special is that this spirit of care doesn’t just live in the work we do
externally—it’s at the heart of how we operate every day. Whether it’s my team lifting me up when
I stumble or each of us stepping in to support one another, there is a genuine sense of shared
purpose and compassion that defines who we are. It’s this culture of caring that allows us to
continue growing, adapting, and finding new ways to serve.

As we look ahead, we’re excited to keep evolving—exploring new opportunities, expanding our
reach, and strengthening the impact we can make together. But no matter how much we grow,
our mission will always remain the same: to help one another and to lead with kindness in
everything we do.

It is truly an honor to witness these everyday acts of generosity and connection. They are a
constant reminder of the power of community and the difference we can make when we come
together with open hearts.

I am deeply grateful to be part of this incredible community of giving, and I look forward to
all that we will accomplish in the coming year. Thank you for being such an important part
of this journey—I can’t wait to see what we’ll achieve together, side by side.

In today’s world, it’s easy to feel disconnected—but here at CVCJ, we
intentionally choose connection. We thrive by focusing on one another,
building relationships that truly matter. Every time a volunteer steps
forward or a senior receives the support they need, it creates a ripple of
hope that extends far beyond a single moment. Those small acts of
kindness add up, shaping a stronger, more compassionate community.



The words remarkable, resilient, resourceful, and indomitable spirit truly epitomize Donald, a widower who
is legally blind and who turned ninety this year.  In spite of his marked visual impairment, he never exhibits a
defeatist attitude for he is sustained by his enjoyment of life, his active participation in life, his belief in the
power of positive thinking, and his determination to stay healthy through social interaction, diet and
exercise. Assuredly, he is aware of his limitations but does not let them define him.

As a CVCJ Volunteer I have gained so much through my visits with Don and I am so thankful for this
invaluable experience.

Since I’m retired, I feel it is important to do more things
that provide meaning and purpose to my life. What better
way to do so than to help others. Caregiver Volunteers of
Central Jersey (CVCJ) certainly provides that opportunity.
Moreover, I enjoy interacting with people and sharing
experiences that I have had in addition to learning from
their experiences.

For the past ten years, I have been visiting Donald as my
assignment for Caregivers. He is a joy to visit, for he has
such a positive outlook on life and is genuinely appreciative
of the visits. 

Caregivers has enabled Don to have more social interaction; to keep abreast of current events and salient
health information; to share commonalities in education (we’re both retired educators), travel, and motion
pictures; to have stimulating conversations; to have someone as a sounding board; to shop for groceries
(done by another CVCJ Volunteer); to provide information about other services available to him from other
venues and very importantly to make him realize he has not been forgotten, has a resource he can depend
upon, and that our senior citizens are valuable and cared for.

L-R: Donald, Care Receiver enjoying the sun on his
back patio with CVCJ volunteer, Barbara.

Our Community Impact In ActionOur Community Impact In ActionOur Community Impact In Action

Visit cvcj.org, call the office at (732) 505-2273 or 
email: info@caregivervolunteers.org to volunteer today,
learn about our services or to donate!
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Our 2026 Brick Hero Award Recipient

Barbara, CVCJ Volunteer since 2016

Each year, Caregiver Volunteers (CVCJ) is fortunate to nominate an outstanding Brick Township Volunteer to
receive the Township’s Hero Award.  Our recipient for the Hero Award this year is Mary Jane. We were so
blessed and fortunate back in 2005 when Mary Jane became a Volunteer with CVCJ. She is probably the most
adaptable Volunteer we’ve ever met. She will not only accept the tough assignments, but finds a way to make
them successful, productive, and joyful. Mary Jane develops a strong bond with the Caregivers she provides
respite to and amazingly becomes a welcome friend to the individuals with dementia she visits sometimes even
in spite of themselves. It is not at all uncommon for Mary Jane to remain in touch with and even visit Caregivers
long after their loved one with dementia has passed away and she has taken on a new assignment. We aren’t
sure how she manages all of this, a current assignment, a whole group of past Caregivers she continues to visit
and we aren’t the only organization she Volunteers with!

Mary Jane should be celebrated every single day for her caring heart, ability to bring joy to 
those who are so in need, a lifeline of respite for overwhelmed and 
exhausted caregivers and true friendship and connection to 
everyone she impacts.

We are so blessed to have Mary Jane as part of the CVCJ 
Volunteer Family and are so proud to share this 
recognition with her.  She truly deserves the Brick Hero Award!

L-R: Brick Mayor, Lisa Crate with Mary Jane.  
Mary Jane after she received her Brick Hero

Award and Cap.



Celebrating Older Americans...Celebrating Older Americans...Celebrating Older Americans...

This year, Caregiver Volunteers is honored to celebrate Older Americans Month alongside our
supporters and partners across the aging community. We know that vibrant, diverse communities
grow stronger when older adults are seen, heard, and meaningfully included. Ensuring seniors
remain connected and supported for as long as possible is at the heart of our mission—to help older
adults live independently and with dignity in their own homes. Join us as we come together to uplift
one another, honor the wisdom of aging, and build a stronger, more connected community for all.

Visit cvcj.org, call the office at (732) 505-2273 or email: info@cvcj.org 
to volunteer today, learn about our services or to donate!
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At its heart, this movement is about transforming how we see, speak about, and experience aging. It
calls on individuals and communities to rise above outdated stereotypes and spark meaningful
conversations that challenge misconceptions. Together, we can reimagine the story of aging—one
that honors the wisdom, resilience, and rich life experiences of older adults while creating truly age-
friendly communities. This year, join us in celebrating aging not as a limitation, but as a powerful
journey filled with purpose, growth, exploration, and connection.

Each May, the Administration for Community Living brings communities across the nation together to
observe Older Americans Month (OAM)—a time to celebrate the contributions of older Americans,
elevate conversations about aging, and strengthen our collective commitment to supporting and
serving older adults in every community.  The 2026 theme, Champion Your Health, focuses on
prevention, wellness, and personal responsibility as cornerstones of healthy aging. 



  A Special Thank You!A Special Thank You! A Special Thank You!
In 1998, residents of The Meadows Community in Whiting partnered with Caregiver Volunteers to bring
holiday joy to homebound neighbors in their community. That first year, volunteers lovingly made and
delivered beautiful handmade ornaments.
Over the years, this generous spirit has grown into a cherished annual tradition. Today, residents donate
their time and resources to create and deliver festive holiday baskets filled with goodies for our
homebound receivers in Whiting. Each year, an average of 20 volunteers from The Meadows come
together to create more than 40 holiday baskets, spreading warmth and cheer throughout the
community.  A heartfelt thank you to Judy Kennedy for organizing this year’s basket giveaway and to all
the dedicated volunteer residents of The Meadows of LakeRidge for their generosity and kindness.
Caregiver Volunteers is deeply grateful for this incredible partnership. We receive many touching thank-
you notes from receivers after they open their holiday baskets— for some, it is the only gift they receive
all year. Your compassion truly makes a difference.
Thank you for helping make the holidays brighter for our community. 
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Left: Volunteers from The Meadows with
CVCJ Staff, Francine Porges & Danielle
Maley(seated) gather in front of the

beautiful holiday baskets they created
before delivering them to some of our

Whiting receivers.



Donors & Grants
Adoro Healthcare Supplies
Alcoeur Gardens
Allentown First Aid Squad
Amboy Bank
Artisans & Crafters of Renaissance
Artis Senior Living of Brick & Eatontown
Atlantic Physical Therapy Center
Berkeley Township V.F.W. Post 9503
BlueClaws Charities
Mary Bovich
Brick Morning Rotary
Brick Presbyterian Church
Brick Rotary Charitable Foundation
Anthony Canderozzi
Carluccio, Leone, Dimon, Doyle, & Sacks
Causeway Family of Dealerships
CentraState Healthcare Foundation
Charles B. Mathis Foundation
Douglas Chase
Church of St. Martha, Pt. Pleasant
Church of the Nativity
Citizens Bank
Co-Cathedral of St. Robert Bellarmine
Community Health Connections
Foundation
Community Medical Center
Community Reformed Church
Creative Financial Services
Crossroads Realty NJ
Curtis W. McGraw Foundation
Delta Phi Epsilon Sorority
Dental Home Services/Dr. Stu & 
Dr. Lindsay Rubin
Leo & Josephine DiGioia
D’Onofrio Foundation
Ernst Wessel Foundation

First United Methodist Church of TR
Florian J. Lombardi Foundation
Brian Gately
Greenbriar Woodlands Men's & 
Women's Clubs
Michael & Diana Giuliano
Harrogate
Holiday City Berkeley Recreation Comm.
Holy Cross Lutheran
Horizon Foundation for New Jersey
Imperial Healthcare Rehabilitation 
Kathy Kimm
Kappa Sigma Fraternity
Knights of Columbus No 1672
Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary 8415 
Frank Koons & Ellen Maffey-Koons
Anne Kraljic
Michael & Grace Kurak
Lacey Elks 2518
Richard & Lisa Lau
Manasquan Bank
Manchester Accounting Services
Dave Manzo
Nelson Marrero
Marquis Health Consulting Services
Mohel, Elliott, Bauer & Gass, CPAs PAs
Monmouth County-CDBG
Monmouth County Office on Aging
Monmouth Medical Center
Monmouth Medical Southern Campus
Monmouth Park Charity Fund, Inc.
NJ Transit
New Jersey Natural Gas
NJ State Council Knights of Columbus
Ocean County-CDBG
Ocean County Office of Senior Services
William & Eva Orlowski
Ocean Ride

Petco Foundation
Pinebelt Subaru
Point Pleasant Presbyterian Church
Princeton Dog Training Club, Inc.
Rotary Club of Toms River
Annemarie Schreiber, Esq.
Mike & Patricia Scimeca
Fr. Scott Shaffer
Msgr. Sam Sirianni
St. Andrew's United Methodist Women
St. Joseph’s Knights of Columbus #3402
State of New Jersey
Carol Stillwell & Stillwell-Hansen, Inc.
Tau Delta Phi Fraternity
The Achelis & Bodman Foundation
The Bay Head Chapel
The Citta Foundation, Inc.
The Fred C. Rummel Foundation
The Jay & Linda Grunin Foundation
The Kotzas Family Charitable Foundation
The Max & Victoria Dreyfus Foundation
The Meadows of LakeRidge
The Renaissance Women’s Club
The Tripod Family Donor Fund
Township of Brick-CDBG
Township of Lakewood-CDBG
Township of Toms River-CDBG
United Church of Christ Toms River
Vision Financial Services
Visiting Physicians/VNA Health Group
Kelley Weidner
Wells Fargo/Adam Servodio
Woman’s Club of Brielle
Women's Club at River Pointe
William Reulbach
Wintrode Family Foundation
Harvey York
Gene Young

Thank you To Our GenerousThank you To Our Generous  SupportersSupporters  Thank you To Our Generous Supporters 

Please Help Support Our Mission!Please Help Support Our Mission!Please Help Support Our Mission!

Your generosity helps us continue providing FREE vital services 
to our community's seniors. 

With your donation, we can keep our programs like, Healthy Hop
(Transportation), Respite, Friendly Visits, Shopping, Caregiver Canine Therapy &

Residential Services, thriving and growing.

or go to caregivervolunteers.org/giving
Feel free to call us if you would like us to help or send you a 

remittance envelope. 

Thank you for your support!

Scan the QR code to donate now and make a difference today!
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For Helping Keep our Seniors Connected!For Helping Keep our Seniors Connected!For Helping Keep our Seniors Connected!

We offer our sincere
condolences 

& gratitude to the 
families of:

Lorraine Bauer
Maria Jeanette Gargiulo

Carol Harrigan
Raymond Parrella
Daniel Passarella

for designating 
Caregiver Volunteers 
to receive donations 

in lieu of flowers.

In Lieu of Flowers...

In Memory of:
Carl Anderson
Arthur Annechino
William Barron
Lorraine Bauer
Mary Bibbo
Patricia Bonham
Anthony Carbone
Vincent Carlisle, Sr.
Bill Cole
Catherine Cotta
Robert Carlo D’Amore
Joanne D’Annunzio
Joe D’Annunzio
Mike Davis
Joseph DeRenois
Jack Devlin
Maureen A. Elliott
Carmen Fallon
Mr. Finkelshtein
Msgr. Sean Flynn
Harry Ford
Angelo Formica
Anna Frisone
Benny Frisone
Orlando Galietti
Phillip Gallucci
Maria Jeanette Gargiulo
Ingrid Gaydos
Louis Gentile
Richard Greenley
Gary Harness, Sr.
Walter Harper
Carol Harrigan
Liam Healy

Bernadette Herkert
Donald Hicks
Heidi Kamp
Carol Kelaher
Deacon Stanley Kendrick
Jean Kineavy
Jessica Kirk
Faith Kline
Paul Levine
Mary M. Macartney
Mac Moyle Parents
Mario Marano
Carmine Marchione
Robert Martelli
JB Master
Shizulo Meadow
Raymond Parrella
Daniel Passarella
Joseph Persichetti
Marie Petersen
Thomas C. Petren
Desiree Rakoski
John Reape
Marc Rica
Anthony Rizzo
Kevin J. Roche
Robert Sabo
George Sciorra
Dot Seested
Charlie Seested
Shirley Seiders
Helen Shaw
Richard W. Shaw
Kevin J. Stapleton
William Taggart
The Buesser Family
The Kane Family

Jack Tomasellio
Ed Walsak
Doug Watson
Dale Weir
Cindy Woodington
George Wright
John  Yochum
Faye Zack

Marie Becker
Charlene Benz
Tereza Bezdelovs
Socorro Caban
Marilyn Collins
Maureen A. Coopey
CVCJ Volunteers
Karen W. Daly
Joel Day
Carol Duffy
Margaret Fenyar
Billy Friberger
Joyce Friberger
Simonies Hospedales
Hans Kamp
Susan Kelly
Gino Kozo
Raymond Leffler
Robert Losco
Bianca Lyons
Danielle Maley
Josephine Marolla
Celeste Pelilo
Kathleen Phillips
Frank Russo
FJ Sagliano

Agnes Schlegel
Ron Schlegel
Patricia Scimeca
Florence Sinisi
William Smith
Cathrene Suobiron
Debbie Sweezy
The Beyer Family
The Dalessio Family
The Galati Family
The Merolla Family
The Pacicca Family
The Titus Family
The Toughill Family
Evan Vieira
Ruth Weir
Jonas Weissbrod
Florence Wojton

Our Board of Directors

Anthony Canderozzi, Creative Financial Strategies
Kathy Kimm, Compassionate Care Hospice 

Anne Kraljic, Vision Financial Services

Dave Manzo, Treasurer
 Atlantic Physical Therapy Center

Annemarie Schreiber, Esq., Vice President
Hiering, Dupignac, Dunn & Schreiber P.C.

Patricia Scimeca, Member at Large
CVCJ Volunteer

Fr. Scott Shaffer, President
St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church

Msgr. Sam Sirianni, Co-Cathedral of St. Robert Bellarmine

Kelley Weidner, 
RWJ Barnabas Health/Community Medical Center

Gene Young,  Ramtown Wine & Liquor Owner
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In Honor of:

Monmouth County  
Office on Aging

CVCJ is funded 
in part by grants from:
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